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Why is it that we have just completed turning around the synagogue and saying,

"Help us, O Lord, help us, O Lord"? I thought this was Yom Simchaseinu, the Day
of our Joy. What kind of joy is that that we all take our lulavs and esrogs and
march around the synagogue saying, "G-d, save us, G-d save us." That is what

that Hoshanna means. Save us from plague. Save us from disease. Save us from
poverty. Save us from hunger. Save us from persecution. How can this be reconciled
that this is a day of joy? Also, if Succos is such a day of joy, why is it that
we go out to a succah? After all, a succah can be a very uncomfortable place.

The sun can be hot, there can be insects there, it can be bold, it can be terribly
humid. Why is that such a joyful thing to go out to a succah? Finally, when
we read in the Torah portion that we read today about the holiday of Succos, it
mentions the holiday twice. 'Speak to the sons of Israel saying, 'In the I5th
day of this seventh month is a héliday of Succos, 7 days for G-d) and a few sentences
later it says, "in the 15th day of the seventh month when you will gather in the
crops of your field you shall celebrate the holiday of Succos for 7 days.” Why

this repetition? Why does it say that this is the 15th day of this seventh month?
After all, how many seventh months do we have? Why did it have to say this seventh’

month?

The rabbis answer and they say the reason it says this seventh month is to tell

us that Succos is tied not only to the pilgrim holidays, which commemorate and
celébrate our exodus from Egypt, Pesach, which celebrates our exodus from Egypt
and 50 days later the géving:of the:Torah on Mount Sinai, and we link Pesach,

of course, to Shavuos, the second holiday which commemorates our exodus from Egypt,
and then, of course, Succos, which celebrates and commemorates.our. wandering in
the desert for 40 years. The reason that it says this seventh month is to-tell

us that Succos is not only tied to these previous two holidays but also to Rdsh
Hashonna and Yom Kippur. The rabbis ask the question, why is .it that we celebrate

Succos now in the fall? We should celebrate in the spring. After all, we went




image2.png
FIRST DAY SUCCOS 1992

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

PAGE TWO

out of Egypt and we wandered first for 50 days until we came to Mount Sinai and
we received the Torah, so first we should have Pesach and.ithen Succos and then
Shavuos. The rabbis answer, no, because this actually celebrates the fact that

we wandered in the desert after Mount Sinai, after we worshipped the golden calf
and especially after we refused to enter the land of Israel. The reason for it

is to tell us that even though the Jewish people were punished by having to wander
in the desert they still could lead a happy life. They could still be happy even

though they were forced to wander.

Succos teaches us something else, too, that G-d does not demand perfection. That's
why G-d only demands that we attempt to be perfect. That's why Succos is tied

to the holidays of Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur. Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur

teach us that G-d will forgive us if we try to do good. Many times we will miss

the mark, but as long as we try G-d will forgive us. Therefore, that's why it

is so important that Succos be tied to Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur to teach us

that we can be happy with ourselves, we can love each other even if we are not
perfect. Many times it is driven home to me how many times people withhold love
from other people because they are not perfect. You especially find that in.blended
families where you have step-brothers and step-sisters, that sometimes the stepmother
will be so hard on the stepchildren. She will say that they cannot be loved unless
they are perfect, while her own children she makes allowances for. This is almost

a subeonscious thing. It is not true that a person has tocbe perfect in order

to be loved. That's why oh: the holiday of Succos we take the esrog in the left

hand and we take the lulav in the right hand with the myrtle and the willow to
teabhius' that we should strive for perfection but we should not be disappointed

if we do not achieve it. As long as we are trying to be perfect, trying to improve
that is all that counts. The most important thing is that we still love each

other and care for each other as long as we are trying to improve. Succos really
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teaches us what is important in life. It teaches us that relationships are important
in life, not things but relationships, that if you have good relationships you

can be happy. If you do not have good relationships you cannot be happy, that

a person can have the biggest house in the world but if he has no relationships

he is going to be lonely and miserable. Many times if you have wonderful relationships
you will sell your houses. If your spouse or child is sick you will sell your

house to help them. How many times have the Jewish people had to give up their

homes because they wanted to maintain their relationship with G-d, because they

did not want to change their religion? How many times have people given up their

homes because there is a better career opportunity down the line? How many times

have people given up their homes because they know that they have to help their
children or that they know that they have to help a spouse? We see here that

the most important thing in life is relationships. It is not your houses or the
material things you own. The lulav teaches us how we can maintain theses relationships,

how these relationships will flourish and 4llow us to grow and allow us to be

happy .

The first requirement, of course, is to give of ourselves:and our means, but the
palm, the lulav, itself, teaches us that we have to admit when we are wrong.
Sometimes people just cannot say those 4 words. I made a mistake. They just

cannot do it. Because of that, they make all sorts of excuses and it is terrible.

In every relationship everybody makes a mistake. There is mo rabbi in the Talmud
that the halacha always goes according to. Nobody is perfect. We all make mistakes.
Yes, we should aim for perfection, that's why we have the esrog in the left hand,
but nobody is perfect. If you want to have a good relationship you have to admit

when you make a mistake.

The second thing is that you have to be flexible in a relationship. That is what

the willow stands for. The willow is a very flexible thing. The palm is usually
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straight, but the palm will bend. When we shake it it bends.to teach us that
we have to admit we mdke mistakes. The willow is flexible, which means that we
cannot make demands anytime we want things. You cannot make a demand of your
wife that her favorite aunt died and she wants to go to the funeral but you say,
"Well, you can't go because we have opera tickets, and if you do not come to the
opera with me 1 am going to lose the money for the tickets." Or a wife cannot
demand of her husband that he buy her new clothes or furniture when he has lost
his job or taken a pay cut. We have to flexible in our demands. We also have
to let each spouse grow. How many times it is that a husband will not allow his
wife to go to school to grow? It will not interferecwith the family. Or vice
versa where a wife will not let her husband take a higher paying job because it
means moving out of town. We have to allow each of the spouses to grow. If we
will do these things then we are going to have strong relationships. If we have
strong relationships then we are going to be happy. That is why we march around
the shul the lulavs and esrogs saying, "G-d, help us, G-d, help us." G-d will
help us because we have good relationships. Why dowwe go in a ciréte? Because
everyone is included in the circle. If the circle just gets a little bip bigger
everyone is included in the circle and everyone is equidistant from the center,
equidistant from G-d. We are all going to the same place and coming back tot
he same place. That shows G-d that we are united, that we have good relatiomships,
and if we have good relationships and we are united G-d has promised us that He
will help us. Let us all hope and pray that we will all have good relationships
so that G-d will truly help us so the Masthiach will come quickly in our day.

Amen.




